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hardly any exception, impracticable. On either side, indeed,
of this sand-river, the roads are clearly indicated nor liable to
mistake \ the whole difficulty consists in the intermediate space.
To lessen its risks, Aboo-'Eysa, with a degree of public spirit
very rare in the East, had two years before laden several camels
with a prodigious quantity of large stones, which he had thus
conveyed midway across the sands, and there piled them up in
what Arabs call a " Rejm," namely, a stone-heap, or rough
pyramid, between twenty-five and thirty feet high, forming a most
desirable landmark in the pathless desert. The changes effected
in the sand by winds and tempests are seldom enough to over-
whelm so large a pile; and should it even be covered up for a
clay or two, a second gale soon blows the light mantle off again
from the stony nucleus. Many a blessing had been bestowed
on Aboo-'Eysa for his Rejm, and much aid had been thereby
afforded to travellers. Better still, Aboo-pahir-el-Ghannam, the
same in whose company we now were, and whose business often
obliged him to cross this dreary space, had been seized by an
honourable emulation, and had constructed a second stone-
heap farther on, known by the name of Rejmat-el-Ghannam,
as the former by that of Rejmat Abee-'Eysa. But, in spite of
these rude direction-posts, the way of the Dahna continues
always a hazardous one, and our own caravan was not far from
adding another page to the long chapter of accidents.

For, after about three hours of night travelling, or rather
wading, among the sand-waves, till men and beasts alike were
ready to sink for weariness, a sharp altercation arose between
Aboo-'Eysa and El-Ghannam, each proposing a different direc-
tion of march. We all halted a moment, and raised our eyes
heavy with drowsiness and fatigue, as if to see which of the
contending parties was in the right. It will be long before I
forget the impression of that moment. Above us was the deep
black sky, spangled with huge stars of a brilliancy denied to all
but an Arab gaze, while what is elsewhere a ray of the third
magnitude becomes here of the first amid the pure vacuum of
a mistless, vapourless air; around us loomed high ridges, shut-
ting us in before and behind with their white ghost-like outlines;
below our feet the lifeless sand, and everywhere a silence that
seemed to belong to some strange and dreamy world where
man might not venture. Aboo-'Eysa stretched his arm to point